Moree Plains - MIEDIA RELEASE

OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS COUNCIL — OPEN PuBLIC FORuM MAY 2024- BOGGABILLA

At its next Council Meeting, Moree Plains Shire Council is inviting community members to be part of
the open public forum on Thursday, 16 May 2024 at 2pm the location will be the Boggabilla TAFE
Campus, 16 South Street, Boggabilla NSW 2409.

The public forum provides an opportunity for community members to address Councillors on any
issues or topics of interest or concern, relevant to the Moree Plains Shire.

Council recommends community members seeking to address Councillors in person should pre-
register prior to the meeting and provide detailed information regarding their query. To register,
please contact Deena Murray, Executive Office, on 6757 3222 or email council@mpsc.nsw.gov.au by
4pm on Monday, 13 May 2024.

Alternatively, community members are invited to provide a written submission for the Councillors’
consideration, which will be read out by the General Manager and addressed by Councillors at the
public forum. To submit a statement to be addressed at the public forum, please provide the
statement to Deena Murray, Executive Office, by email at council@mpsc.nsw.gov.au by 4pm on
Monday, 13 May 2024.

When submitting a statement, community members are requested to provide a complete statement
and note if they intend on addressing Councillors in person.

Members of the community who intend on addressing Council in person at the public forum should
review the following public forum guidelines:

1. Speakers must comply with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice (Public Forums) section 4,
page 8 <https://www.mpsc.nsw.gov.au/index.php/hot-topics/docman/policies/167-code-of-
meeting-practice/file>

2. If a speaker fails to observe a direction from the chairperson, the speaker will not be further
heard.

3. Each speaker is allowed three (3) minutes to address the Council.

4. Speakers must not digress from the item on the agenda that they have applied to address
the Council on.

5. A Councillor may direct a question to a speaker, through the chairperson, and the time limit
for the answer to a question is three (3) minutes.

6. A speaker is under no obligation to answer a question put to them by a Councillor.

7. A speaker cannot ask questions of the Council, Councillors or Council staff.
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8. Speakers must refrain from engaging in disorderly conduct, publicly alleging breaches of the
Council’s Code of Conduct or making other potentially defamatory statements.

9. Legal representatives acting on behalf of others are not permitted to speak unless they
identify their status as a legal representative when applying to speak.

10. Written, visual or audio material presented in support of a speaker’s address to the Council
will form part of the minutes of the meeting and a copy must be provided to Council.

Please note: The maximum time allocated to the public forum will be thirty (30) minutes however
this may be extended by resolution of Council.

Community members addressing the public forum in person or through a written submission should
be mindful that they are providing permission for Council to include their details in the Minutes of the
Council Meeting and the Council Meeting will be recorded.

The conduct of the forum will be in accordance with Council’s usual requirements, including the Moree
Plains Shire Council Code of Meeting Practice, the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) and NSW Local
Government (General) Regulations (2005).

Links: Council’'s Code of Meeting Practice <https://www.mpsc.nsw.gov.au/index.php/hot-
topics/docman/policies/167-code-of-meeting-practice/file>

- ENDS -

Date of release: 22 April 2024
Authorised by Kelvin Tytherleigh, General Manager

For further information contact: Council on 02 6757 3222
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