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Contact

Roland Heatley

Attachments

Two (2) attachments; refer to Attachments section
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FILE 17/1007

RECOMMENDATION
1

That Council approve a budget variation of $30,000 to cover the Environment Protection
Authority’s (EPA) initial direction to take preventive action for the asbestos
contaminated pile at the Moree Sewerage Treatment Plant.
That the funds required for the initial preventative action of the asbestos pile be
apportioned between the Water and Sewer funds.
That acknowledgment of additional funds may be required to comply with the EPA
Clean up Notice following costs being established.

2
3

REPORT
ALIGNMENT WITH MOREE PLAINS 2027 – YOUR SHIRE. THE PLAN. OUR FUTURE
☐

An Inclusive, Caring Community
Not applicable

☐

Sustainable Spaces and Places
Not applicable

☐

A Vibrant Regional Economy
Not applicable

☒

A Leading Organisation
L1.3 Implement good practice in managing and maintaining our assets

BACKGROUND AND KEY ISSUES
The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has issued Council with a Prevention Notice received at 6.02pm
on Thursday, 29 March 2018 outlining that the soil and associated foreign materials generated outside of the
site, being imported to the Moree Sewerage Treatment Plant (STP), is contravening the licence agreement
under Condition L5.1.
Within the Prevention Notice is a Direction to take Preventive Action outlining the EPA’s requirements as on
2.00pm Wednesday, 28 March 2018 as a verbal direction. This includes:
(a)

As of 2:00pm on 28 March 2018 cease the receipt of waste material generated outside the premises,
except for sewage, sewage sludge and residues and grease trap waste that is to be processed through
the sewage treatment plant.

(b)
(c)
(d)

Prevent all access to the stockpile of soil impacted by asbestos material referred to in paragraph H of
this notice. (attachment 1)
Secure the premises to prevent public access.
Not move any of the waste soil impacted by asbestos material referred to in paragraph H of this notice.

A fee of $535 is to be paid for environmental administration costs of the prevention notice. An invoice has
already been issued by EPA for this fee.
It is proposed to install a rural fence ring lock with barb strand as a temporary measure with appropriate
signage. Discussion on site at the time of the EPA visit indicated that further notification will follow of action
required by Council. This could encompass a Clean-up notice and or fine and or court action. EPA indicated
other Councils are in a similar position and as a result EPA isn’t sure what level of action will eventuate as they
assess the ramifications involved.
The asbestos contaminated stockpile has developed from long standing work practices (up to 20 years) when
repairs to water and sewer mains were completed. There was a possibility of misunderstanding of our licence
agreement with the interpretation that other waste could be stored at Moree STP. The EPA officer did say
since 2012 they have tightened their outlook to Council practices state-wide.
The long term additions to the stockpile was due to quicker repair and reduced overall costs including no
landfill fees and charges. Material is usually saturated and difficult to return to the trench being repaired and
repairs being of emergency nature and sometimes out of normal working hours. Generally, there are more
water repairs but not as deep as sewer so quantities produced are similar. The storing at Moree STP was for
convenience, time to complete, reduction of staff overtime and double handling of wet saturated material.

FINANCIAL IMPACT TO COUNCIL
An estimate for complying with the present directive should be up to $30,000 which is presently unbudgeted.
The amount is proposed to be split between Water and Sewer funds.

STATUTORY AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS
Notice is served under Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (the Act)

RISK IMPLICATIONS
Risk implications identified include compliance with the clean-up of Moree STP to the satisfaction of EPA
requirements as outlined in associated clean-up notice which is yet to be received. Total cost to undertake
total required clean-up is unknown at this stage.
From the serving of this notice new work practices will be adopted that will cover Asbestos Concrete (AC) pipe
handling and disposal. This includes training for water and sewer staff.
New excavation and repair of AC pipe to reduce contaminated soil and disposal to a registered landfill site
(Moree Waste Management Facility).
Training is presently being organised for water and sewer staff for asbestos awareness to occur in May 2018.
Refresher training for sewer staff in repair of sewer mains including restoration of trenches to occur in May
2018.
Training for asbestos handling and disposal to occur once awareness has been completed.

ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS
No asset management implications have been identified.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL DECISIONS
This is the first time this matter has come before Council.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 Prevention Notice NSW EPA
Attachment 2 Drone view Moree STP
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Prevention Notice from EPA NSW
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Attachment 2

Drone view of Moree STP pile of asbestos contaminated soil

Fig 1

Overview of Moree STP and storage area

Fig 2

Soil contaminated pile on the left of photo.

